
	

HOWARD COUNTY 
SECONDARY SOLO AND ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL 

 

FESTIVAL GUIDELINES 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Participants must be members of the music program in their school.  Students who receive a 
superior “I” rating on Grade II music or higher are eligible to participate at the State Solo and 
Ensemble Festival.  Music must be on the state approved music list, and students must perform 
music at the same level or higher than the music performed at the county festival. 
 
MUSIC CLASSIFICATION 
Participants may enter the festival on six grade levels designated according to music difficulty: 
I-Easy, II-Moderately Easy, III-Average, IV-Moderately Difficult, V-Difficult, VI-Very Difficult 
 
ENTRANCE LIMITATIONS 
Schools may enter unlimited solo and ensemble events.  However, each student is limited to a 
maximum of three (3) events. 
 
MUSIC REQUIREMENTS 
Participants should perform music from the MBDA/MODA/MCDA/NYSSMA State Music 
Lists.  Students may perform appropriate music that is not on the list, but they will not be eligible 
to perform at the state level and will be adjudicated for the rating “comments only”.  Participants 
must provide an original copy of music for the adjudicator.  Failure to provide an original copy 
of music for the adjudicator will result in a penalty of one rating lower. 
 
ACCOMPANISTS 
All solos must be accompanied by piano unless the music is specifically written to be performed 
unaccompanied. Failure to provide an accompanist will result in a penalty of one rating lower.    
 
ENSEMBLES 
In all ensemble events, all music must be performed by students.  Parts that are missing, or not 
performed, or performed by an adult will result in a penalty of one rating lower. 
 
TIME LIMIT 
A maximum of ten (10) minutes for instrumental events will be allowed.  This includes entering 
and leaving the adjudication room, warming-up, performing (including scales for soloists), and 
comments given by the adjudicator. 
 
SCALE PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 
Students performing instrumental solos (except snare drum and timpani) must perform one 
chromatic scale and one major scale appropriate for their instrument and grade level.  The 
adjudicator may select one of the following major scales:  C, G, D, A, E, F, B flat, E flat, or A 
flat.  Scales are to be performed one octave ascending and descending, (flutes and soprano 
clarinets, two octaves), evenly and smoothly in a 16th note pattern at a metronome speed of a 
quarter note = 72.  The scales may be performed before or after the solo, and will be included in 
the adjudicator’s final rating. 

 



	

HOWARD COUNTY 
SECONDARY SOLO AND ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL 

 
INDIVIDUAL STUDENT COSTS 

 
The table below shows the total cost for each event, and the cost breakdown per 
student to perform in an ensemble event.   
 
 

 Event      Ensemble Amount Each student pays    

  Solo     $10.00   $10.00 
 
  Duet     $10.00   $5.00 
 

 Trio     $15.00   $5.00 
   
  Quartet   $20.00   $5.00 
 
  Quintet   $25.00   $5.00 
 

         (Large Ensembles)    

  6 students   $30.00   $5.00   
 
  7 students   $35.00   $5.00 
 
  8 students   $40.00   $5.00 
 
  9 students   $45.00   $5.00 
 
  10 students   $50.00   $5.00 
 
  11 students   $55.00   $5.00   
 
  12 students   $60.00   $5.00 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



	

HOWARD COUNTY 
SECONDARY SOLO AND ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL 

 

ACCOMPANISTS 
 

Please note: The Music Office of the Howard County Public School System compiled the 
accompanist list. The names were provided at the request of those who are listed, some of which 
are school system employees. It should be understood that this list does not represent a 
recommendation or endorsement by the school system. 
 
Debbie Allen 
(410) 381-0133 
thallenpos@msn.com 
 
Jason Bednarz 
jasonbednarz@hotmail.com 
 
Mark Dubbs 
(410) 465-3985 
 
Elizabeth Fixsen 
301-802-6896 
efixsen@yahoo.com 
 
Barbara Ford 
(410) 489-5547 
Barbara_Ford@hcpss.org 
 
Susan Gonzales 
(410) 426-9628 
 
Carrie Grams 
(410) 715-1748 
 
Nellie Hill 
(301) 776-2382 
 
Dan Hoffner 
(410) 465-0104 
danhoffner@hotmail.com 
 
David Holmes 
(410) 730-7083 
DWHolmes1@verizon.net 
 
Julie Iwaskiw 
410-465-3681 
iwaskiw@juno.com 
 
Doug Lawler 
(410) 719-1252 
 

Alison Gatwood 
410-949-4949 
Alison_Matuskey@hcpss.org 
 
Mary Miller 
443-869-0537 
marymiller359@gmail.com 
 
Susan Pumplin 
(410) 730-6306 
SPumplin@verizon.net 
 
Mary Ratcliffe 
MRatcliffe@verizon.net 
 
Linda Rosbrough 
(410) 715-6746 
 
Celeste Rusconi 
(410) 531-9445 
 
Debbie Sagmiller 
(301) 829-6675 
 
Irina Sedorova 
(410) 900-3232 
 
Nancy Showacre 
(410) 796-7038 
NShowacre@yahoo.com 
 
Phyllis Stanley 
(410) 992-9373 
 
Olenka Stasyshyn 
(410) 750-2847 
 
Karen Sturms 
Evening: (410) 663-2320 
Day: (410) 887-5945 
 
 

Wendy Szczublewski 
(410) 772-1097 
 
Jonathan Tuzman 
862.202.3623 
973.932.0889 
tuzmusic@gmail.com 
 
Xu Weichao  
(410) 926-4349 
 
Christine Wells 
410-768-0434 
 
Ellie Whittenberger 
(410) 465-6995 


